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Introduction

• Equine infectious disease threats are a reality
• Threats include endemic, re-emerging & exotic diseases

• It is possible to know what, where & when is going on 
• Surveillance & horizon scanning are feasible

• Communicating information on disease occurrence 
globally is critical for awareness

• It is possible to learn lessons from disease occurrence
• Using this information appropriately can reduce risks from 

disease incursions



Equine infectious diseases

• Infectious diseases are important to the global horse 
industry
• Infections move with horses & horse-based commodities

• Horses/commodities frequently move internationally 

• Disease prevention is better than ‘cure’ (control)
• Aim to prevent international disease transmission

• Effective prevention & control require 
• Good knowledge of disease epidemiology & ecology

• Effective disease ‘surveillance’ & ‘horizon scanning’ 



Practical definitions

• Surveillance
• Close observation of disease occurrence 

• Important at the national, regional & local level

• International trade relies on health certification

• Key to preventing movement of infectious animals

• Horizon scanning  
• Identification of potential threats; more distant 

than surveillance

• Especially important at the international level

• Need to be prepared ‘to think outside the box’!



For EID the world is shrinking



Global movers

• Horses the most widely travelled animal after humans
• Temporary and permanent movements

• Inter-continental movement for competition & breeding

• But rapid movement of their infections as well….



What does surveillance involve?

• Animal owners/keepers & their vets are the ‘eyes 
and ears’ of surveillance
• Their awareness & knowledge are critical

• Timely monitoring, collation, exchange and wider 
dissemination of information on disease occurrence
• Conducted nationally & internationally

• Shared between responsible authorities 

• With industry & the veterinary profession

• Taking action in response to heightened threats
• Not just idle gazing!



What actions might be taken?

• Monitoring of animal movements 
• Restrictions may be warranted

• Enhanced screening – clinical, laboratory testing

• Codes of Practice drawn up & implemented

• Contingency planning/Control strategies

• Legislation
• National 

• International (EU/WOAH standards)



International equine surveillance

Resources available: 

• WAHIS reports from WOAH (OIE)

• ProMED mail alerts

• European Commission SCoPAFF
• Animal Health & Welfare section

• European Centre for Disease Prevention & Control

• UK Defra preliminary outbreak reports

• Individual country equine disease resources….



WAHIS e-mail alerts



ProMED from ISID



European Commission SCoPAFF: 
Animal Health & Welfare section



European Centre for Disease 
Prevention & Control (ECDC)



Defra preliminary 
outbreak assessments



Individual country resources

• RESPE – France & International

• SEIN - Netherlands

• EFPB - Belgium

• Equinella - Switzerland

• EDCC – USA & Canada

• CAHSS - Canada
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International Collating Centre (ICC)

• Concept of the ICC to disseminate equine infectious 
disease information was initiated at the International 
Breeders’ Meeting held in California  29 October 1986 

• ICC was established at the Animal Health Trust, 
Newmarket on 1 January 1987

• Before e-mail & web resources each subscribing country 
nominated a veterinary contact who reported quarterly 
to the ICC using dedicated reporting forms, usually faxed 

• ICC distributed Quarterly Reports to subscribers  
worldwide, including only occasional interim reports



That was then – the ICC now….

Online web resource: https://equinesurveillance.org/iccview/

• Searchable with ICC data back to 1 January 2019
• Period report tables

• Country-level & regional-level maps with underlying summaries

• Country-level reports

• EIDS staff regularly monitor other equine & general 
surveillance resources to create almost daily reports
• Interim ICC e-mail with linked reports, created & sent to subscribers

• Quarterly summaries collated & e-mailed; archive available

https://equinesurveillance.org/iccview/










How do I hear from ICC?

• Email is at equinesurveillance@gmail.com & ask to 
subscribe to receive reports

• Almost daily (working week) emails sent to subscriber 
list if disease reports are available that day

• Emails contains a table of reports
• Condition – Date – Country – Region – Link to report

mailto:equinesurveillance@gmail.com
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UK equine surveillance

• UK disease reports issued since 2005
• Equine Infectious Disease Surveillance (EIDS)

• Defra/APHA (Government)

• British Equine Veterinary Association (BEVA)

• Laboratory network
• Veterinary practices with own laboratories

• Government laboratories: APHA-SAC-AFBI 

• Commercial diagnostic laboratories

• Veterinary schools



What it involves

• Network of contributing laboratories

• Reporting of data on electronic forms 

• Collation of reported laboratory data

• Preparation of quarterly reports
• Including topical ‘News’ & ‘Focus Articles’

• Dissemination of the information
• Electronic mailing list & social media

• BEVA e-news

• EIDS website/ APHA Vet Gateway

• Veterinary Record articles













Concluding remarks

• Many online resources are now available 

• Can be used to (partially) monitor global equine 
disease occurrence

• The International Collating Centre tries to collate in 
real-time data from as many resources as possible

• ICC is happy to add new subscribers & especially 
new submitters from countries that are new to ICC
• Just email us at equinesurveillance@gmail.com!
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