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Before we start... 

- We have already conducted a solid study (i.e. 
Original/innovative idea, strong/clear hyphotesis, 
well-disegned, reliable data sources...) “A good 

manuscript starts with good Science” Mary M. Christopher, DVM, PhD 
University of California-Davis  

  

- We have done an extensive Bibliographic Review 

 

- We have time! Writing a scientific paper is a 
demanding activity and it needs to be done 
without continuous interruptions 

 

- We have decided the article type 

Premise:  



Before we start... 

- Review/Mini-Review 

 

- Original Articles (Full 
Articles/Short 
Communications) 

 

- Clinical cases 

 

- Opinions 

- Technical Notes 

 

- Letter to the Editor 

 

- Point/Counterpoint 

Types of Articles  
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Before we start... 

How do we choose a Journal? 

- Quality of the research 

 

- Topics of the journal 

 

- Topics dealt by previous 
articles 

 

- Look at your bibliography 

 

- Bibliographic Indexes (i.e. IF) 

- Open Access? (embark) 

 

- Pubblication fee 

 

- Recent Articles 

 

- Journal Guidelines 

 

- Revision and publication 
timing 



Before we start... 

Journal Citation Reports  



Before we start... 

Journal Citation Reports  



General recommendations 

- Remember always the main goals of your study and the 
messages you want to deliver 



General recommendations 

- If you can, start 
following the Author 
guidelines of the 
Journal or at least a 
generic layout 



General recommendations 

Outline the informations/ 
concepts / elements/ 
findings / reasonings you 
want to include for each 
section and guess a 
«weight» -> logical 
structure of the paper 



General recommendations 

- Share the job with the other Authors! 



General recommendations 

- Make your manuscript easy to 
follow for the reader! Make it 
attracting and catchy 

 
“Making the simple complicated is commonplace; 

making the complicated simple, awesomely 
simple, that's creativity.” (Charles Mingus) 

 

 

- Provide evidences to support your 
statements/concepts/facts -> you 
need to be objective 



Some tips regarding the language 

- Use simple English! clear form, no long and 
complex phrases 

 

- No contract forms («It’s», «We’ve studied»...) 

 

- Paragraph organization is important in written 
English!  

 

- Good/Clever usage of the linkers to express 
your concepts/thoughs («however», 
«anyway», «in contrast», «moreover», «as 
well as»...) 

 

General recommendation 



Some tips regarding the language 

- Be cautions in your statements!! i.e. Strong expressions are rare 
because are used for sure/certain beliefs. 

- Modal verbs are essential («might», «may», «could», «can», 
«must», «should», etc...) 

- Recurrent expressions in Academic English: «appear», 
«seems»...  

 

- Tense use (past tense... but not only!) 

 

- Be sure that your manuscript is revised by a mother language or 
proficient English Speaker before the submission 

General recommendation 



General recommendation 



Provides the reader with the Background/Context related to your 
research and includes the hyphotesis/goals of your study     

Introduction 



Introduction 

Good practices  

- Try to be brief (2-3 typed pages) 

- Focus on the main subject(s) 

- Cite the most recent literature 
(preferably from 
relyable/trusted sources) 

- State clearly the objective(s) of 
the study 



Introduction 

Good practice  

 

- Try to be brief (2-3 typed pages) 

 

- Focus on the main subject(s) 

 

- Cite the most recent literature 
(preferably from 
relyable/trusted sources) 

 

- State clearly the objective(s) of 
the study 

Bad practices  

 

- Long introduction 

 

- Too wordy, too many subjects 

 

- Extensive review of the topic 

 

 

- The objective(s) are vague or 
not well described 

 



Introduction 

Background 

- Incipit: Briefly describe the main characteristics 
of the object of your investigation 

 

- What is known or believed about the topic? 

 

- What is still unknown or problematic? (what’s 
the problem?) 

 

- Findings of relevant studies (past verb tense) 

 

- Importance of the topic (support your study) 

 

 

Modified slide from: How to write a paper for a Scientific Journal, S. Jenkins 



Introduction 

Goal(s) of the study 
 

State clearly and coincisely your hypothesis and the 
consequent objective(s) of the study at end of the 
introduction -> try to make your paper «appealing» 

 

- Common expression 

- “To determine whether ………” 

- «To this end, we investigated....»  

- “The purpose/objective of this study was to 
…….” 

- “This study tested the hypothesis that ……” 

- “This study was undertaken to ……” 

 

 

Modified slide from: How to write a paper for a Scientific Journal, S. Jenkins 



Introduction 

Goal(s) of the study 

 

 

Modified slide from: How to write a paper for a Scientific Journal, S. Jenkins 



Introduction 

Recommentations 
 

- From generic to specific: real/tangible problem -> 
litterature -> your study 

 

- Connect logically all elements: problem(s) -> 
potential reason(s) or solution(s) -> hyphotesis -> 
type of study -> your study   

 

- Select only important/pertinent studies 

(and aggregate the results) 

 

- Be honest and transparent! 

 

 

Modified slide from: How to write a paper for a Scientific Journal, S. Jenkins 



Materials & Methods 

Describes the materials and methodologies/tecniques you used to 
conduct your investigation and provides such information with a 

level of detail that permits to repeat the study    

- How did you study the problem? 

- What did you study and what did you 
use? (Materials) 

Design of the study (including 
definition of time and space) 

Target/Study population (Animals? 
Foods? ), Field and Lab materials, 
Tools (software, dataset...)  

- How did you conduct the study? (Methods) 
Explain (chronologically) the steps, 
the aims and what you did to 
accomplish it 
Report the methodologies you 
applied (field, lab, statistical 
context)  



Materials & Methods 

Good practices 

- Published method? Concise 
description and citation 

- Unpublished or modified method? 
Detailed description 

- Provide quantitative data 
(concentrations, measures, time, 
etc...) and material producers 

- Statistical analysis is part of M&M! 

- Subheadings make M&M more 
readable 

- Too much data to report -> Appendix 
or Supplementary material 

Bad practices  

- Long M&M 

 

- Mix M&M with Results 

 

- No clear decription of some 
steps, data analysis in particular 



Materials & Methods 

- Diagrams / Schemes to better explain the methodology   



Materials & Methods 

- Diagrams / Schemes to better explain the methodology   



Materials & Methods 

- Figures/Maps   



Materials & Methods 

Too much information to report -> Appendix or Supplementary material 



Materials & Methods 

Too much information to report -> Appendix or Supplementary material 
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