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Objective of the project (in English): 

BPRACTICES is a project funded by the ERA-NET SusAn. Its main goal is to gather and develop Good
Beekeeping Practices (GBP) to improve bee health, with a special focus on the Small Hive Beetle
(Aethina tumida). Together with other bee health issues, this new parasite is expected to play an
important role in colony losses, also seriously affecting the beekeeping economy.

Description of activities (in English): 

The project focuses on innovations such as new indicators, sensors and techniques helping to detect,
diagnose or monitor these hive threats. This will be complemented with bee-friendly management
strategies at the apiaries to diminish the risk or impact of the beetle, thus also reducing the need for
chemical treatments.
One of the initiatives of BPRACTICES is related to the application “Hivelog – Keep it simple”,

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture
http://www.izslt.it/bpractices


developed by the Danish Beekeepers’ Association. The project will integrate new functionalities into
this tool, contributing to product (honey) traceability, which will help to add value to the bee-friendly
strategies.

Contact person: 

For specific questions on "Hivelog- keep it simple" application, use the accounts fv@biavl.dk [2] or
olek@biavl.dk [3]

Contact e-mail: 
giovanni.formato@izslt.it [4]

Organization/Institut
ion name (original
language): 

Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale del Lazio e della Toscana

Contact person: Giovanni Formato
Address: Via Appia Nuova n. 1411, 00178 Roma – Italy
E-mail: giovanni.formato@izslt.it [4]

Partner category: Researcher
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Links to other website(s): 
BPRACTICES at ERA-NET SusAn [8]

Application "Hivelog- Keep it simple" website [9]

Poster - BPRACTICES and Hivelog web application for honey bee products traceability [10]

Additional information: 

Hivelog is currently a free and intuitive application specifically developed for beekeepers. It can be
installed on computers and smartphones. The programme allows a fast and simple collection of the
most important data of the apiaries. Thus, the beekeeper can keep record of relevant aspects of the
apiaries, bee colonies, hives or frames regarding the bees` behaviour and state (e.g. presence of
larvae, eggs, broodnest), feed, nucs, breeding, diseases, harvest, etc. Concerning health, there is a
specific menu to monitor the Varroa parasite.

The application also includes a map, and the farmer or beekeeper can rapidly browse and explore
the information by using the menus or navigating over the map. Apart from entering data, Hivelog
has other features such as some basic statistical calculations, helping beekeepers to improve their
knowledge of the bee farm. The application also allows alarms to be set. All this contributes to
improve decision making and, at the end, the management of the apiaries. Finally the application
allows to print or export data, for example to excel. The programme is currently available in nine
languages.
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