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Challenge

The beekeeping sector needs to find its way into
sustainability and resilience in order to adapt to the present
and future challenges

(climatic changes, diseases spread, loss in biodiversity,
pollution, etc.)

The current needs of apiculture include:

- improvement in competitiveness and resilience

- productivity and health status enhancement

- environmental sustainability and consumer acceptability



Goal/Objective

• Enhance honey bee health status in EU by implementing and adopting

harmonized Good Beekeeping Practices (GBPs) within Partner Countries

and beekeepers’ Associations

• Provide guidelines on low environmental impact treatments to prevent

and control honeybee diseases

• Set up innovative laboratory methods to prevent and diagnose honey bee

diseases, with the collaboration of the European Union Reference

Laboratory for Bee Health (ANSES)

• Set up an innovative traceability system
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Potential impact

• The new management practices, together with the
innovative diagnostic techniques will impact the whole
beekeeping sector, enhancing honey bee health,
reducing the application of chemicals at the apiary
level, increasing quality and quantity of bee products

• The sustainable production system, will impact the
consumers through an innovative informative
technology (QRCode/RFID system) that will allow them
to know all the production details describing quality of
bee products (and enhance consumers’ trust)



Preliminary results

So far, a list of GBPs has been identified and scored by 
Partners, in collaboration with Apimondia

Through the collaboration
with the FAO TECA 
platform, a survey will be 
distributed online to  
beekeepers to verify  
GBPs’ feasibility and 
applicability at the apiary 
level in their everyday practice



Preliminary results

• Two posters and an oral presentation on 
BPRACTICES project have been presented to the 
2017 Apimondia Congress in Istanbul (Turkey) and 
other publications are in progress …



The project website is online and available at:
http://www.izslt.it/bpractices/

http://www.izslt.it/bpractices/


Stakeholders and expectations

• International Federation of Beekeepers’ 
Associations (Apimondia)

• European Beekeepers

• COPA-COGECA

To increase honey bee health

To increase quantity and quality of productions.

To enhance consumers’ trust.
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http://www.izslt.it/bpractices/


